




















KENTUCKY

ROMP fest, and other events, Owensboro earns its standing as the
“Bluegrass Music Capital of the World.” Downtown’s Bluegrass Music
Hall of Fame & Museum features a 4,000-square-foot event room with
a large balcony overlooking the Ohio River that can accommodate 300
reception guests, a 447-seat theater, and other meeting and function
spaces, plus an outdoor pavilion, a stage, and a lawn that accommodates
1,500 people.

With slightly less than 102,000 square feet of event space, Owensboro
Convention Center includes a 44,000-square-foot exhibition hall,
two ballrooms seating 910 dinner guests, and the 8,900-square-foot
Kentucky Legend® Pier, which extends over the Ohio River and
accommodates 1,000 guests.

Adjacent to the convention center are the 123-room Holiday Inn
Owensboro Riverfront, with a 1,300-square-foot meeting room, and the
150-room Hampton Inn & Suites Downtown Owensboro/Waterfront,
with 2,231 square feet of meeting space.

Also in downtown, RiverPark Center has a 1,479-seat main theater, a
160-seat theater, and additional indoor and outdoor venues. Owensboro
Sportscenter has a 5,000-seat multipurpose arena. Owensboro Museum
of Science and History includes gallery and lobby space for events and
offers group tours.

W n Z

Paducah.Travel; @PaducahCreativeCity
Paducah is the “City of Many Ways,” because of its customizable,
accessible, and authentic experiences, says Liz Hammonds, lead brand and
public affairs strategist for Paducah CVB. “Visitors can tailor their Paducah
experience to their interests, exploring the world-renowned arts scene,
locally owned shopping and dining, and authentic American history.”

Creativity shows up in every corner of the UNESCO Creative City,
Hammonds adds. “Paducah’s adaptive reuse of historic buildings
gives the city a distinctive atmosphere: An old Greyhound bus station
now houses a local microbrewery, while a former Coca-Cola bottling
plant holds a coffee shop, pizza restaurant, and yoga studio.” Groups
can enjoy the city’s Signature Experiences, with hands-on, curated
opportunities led by curators, artists, historians, and community
storytellers who bring Paducah’s culture and history to life.

The Paducah-McCracken County Convention & Expo Center is the
city’s largest event space, with 80,000 square feet of exhibit space,
20,000 square feet of ballrooms, and 29,358 square feet of meeting
space. The adjacent 123-room Holiday Inn Paducah Riverfront has a
1,392-square-foot meeting room.

The Carson Center for the Performing Arts has a 1,806-seat main
theater and a multipurpose room seating 250 theater style, plus additional
smaller rooms and a terrace overlooking the river. Walker Hall Event
Center can seat 300 dinner guests, while the historic Market House
Theatre has eight event spaces with a capacity of 200. Commonwealth
Event Center has customizable event space for up to 650 guests.

1857 Hotel and Events Center has 14 boutique hotel rooms, three
condos, and indoor space to seat up to 175 guests, plus additional
outdoor space. There are more than 2,000 guest rooms within a five-mile
radius, with two new hotels under construction: a TownePlace Suites by
Marriott and Aloft by Marriot, according to Paducah CVB.

Paducah’s Barkley Regional Airport (PAH) now offers direct daily
flights to Chicago and Houston. é
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Paroquet Springs Conference
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Bullitt County’s Paroquet Springs Conference Centre offers 40,040
square feet of flexible meeting space, state-of-the-art technology,
noted chef, a dedicated event coordinator, and ample free parking.

outdoor garden. Located off I-65, just 15 miles south of downtow
Louisville and Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport, Par@quet
Springs Conference Centre is a convenient option for regional anp
state association meetings, business and social events, and expags.

ParoquetSprings.org

VisitLEX

Courtesy VisitLEX

Known as the “Horse Capital of the World,” Lexington is anchored
by a vibrant downtown where bourbon, hospitality, and Bluegras
culture come together. Lexington offers the accessibility, convenlince,

and infrastructure needed for successful events of every size, with a
state-of-the-art convention center, 14 convention hotels within 15
minutes of downtown and Blue Grass Airport, and more than 9,300
hotel rooms. Attendees can explore 11 bourbon distilleries, enjo
chef-driven dining, and immerse themselves in uniquely Kentuc
experiences. VisitLEX's sales and services team works alongsid

planners to create memorable meeting experiences.

VisitLEX.com/Meetings

www.conventionsouth.com

Courtesy Visit BGKY

Courtesy Owensboro Convention Center

Visit Bowling Green, KY

Bowling Green combines convenience and modern amenities
Southern charm and hospitality.

VisitBGKY.com

STATE SPOTLIGHT
KENTUCKY

Mount Sterling/Montgomery C

Courtesy Mount Sterling — Montgomery County Tourism

locally owned shops and restaurants, as well as local attractions ike

the Ruth Hunt Candy Factory and the Red River Gorge.

MtSterlingTourism.com/Meeting-Spaces

Owensboro Convention Center

Owensboro blends small-town charm with big-city amenities.
Home to the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & Museum, it is
also known as the “Bar-B-Q Capital of the World.” Owensborg

Convention Center features more than 102,000 square feet O1n

meeting space, including a spacious exhibit hall, three ballroo
and multiple breakout rooms. Onsite catering and professiona
staff help planners create seamless and memorable events.
Attendees can enjoy Owensboro’s vibrant riverfront along the
Ohio River, unique attractions, and live music.

OwensboroCenter.com

Leslie Kidd

Cave Area Conference Center

Located in Cave City, less than two miles from 1-65, Cave Area
Conference Center features 24,000 square feet of meeting space
to accommodate groups of up to 1,000. The renovated conferenge
center includes an auditorium, six meeting rooms, and an outdoar
pavilion. Onsite catering is available, along with state-of-the-art

audiovisual capabilities. A professional events staff is on hand to

provide assistance, ensuring seamless, successful events. Attentees
can enjoy local dining at more than 20 restaurants, outdoor activities,

and the 53,000-acre Mammoth Cave National Park.

CaveAreaConferenceCenter.com

www.conventionsouth.com
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Closing Remarks Space that

elevates
collaboration

1 Hotel Austin Brings Meetings and Nature Together

By Helen Jacob

Located in South Metro Atlanta, Trilith LIVE
offers a fully tailorable venue with theater
capacity for up to 2,800 guests, 150,000
sq. ft. of support space, and flexible
meeting rooms. It’s the perfect setting

for off-sites, conventions, and more.

With gourmet on-site catering by

Hanna Brothers, convenient parking, and a
full-service Marriott Guesthouse Hotel,
it’s everything your event needs,

all in one place.

Photos by Mikkel Vang/Courtesy 1 Hotels

n Austin, where the city’s skyline meets its green spaces, 1 Hotel For dining, three distinct venues offer planners plenty of options, from

Austin makes a case for bringing both into the meeting room. Set casual networking to a memorable group dinner. Altefio, from James

within the 74-story Waterline—the city’s tallest tower—1 Hotel Beard Award nominee chef Johnny Curiel, serves fire-driven cuisine

Austin offers 252 guest rooms, more than 10,000 square feet of inspired by the Jalisco Highlands and includes a private diningroom. =SS~ — - = B P e - U e

event space, and a decidedly greener take on the luxury hotel experience. ~Neighbors Café and Wine Bar shifts from breakfast spot to wine bar as
The hotel sits at the edge of the Rainey Street District, where downtown  the day progresses. Upstairs, the watr rooftop concept, first introduced at

Austin meets Waller Creek, Waterloo Greenway, and the Ann and Roy 1 Hotel South Beach, pairs Japanese-inspired dishes with inventive cocktails

Butler Hike-and-Bike Trail. For meeting groups, the urban-outdoor and offers sweeping skyline views from 16 stories above the city.

setting means attendees can trade the ballroom for a trail, a rooftop, or The hotel’s 252 accommodations, including 60 suites, continue the TR LNE‘. ]

one of Austin’s many restaurants and music venues. nature-meets-Austin theme with oak, natural stone, woven textiles,
The meeting spaces themselves make a strong case for staying on greenery, and floor-to-ceiling windows. Guest rooms also include yoga

property. On the 14" floor, planners can choose from a 4,500-square- mats, filtered water taps, Bamford bath amenities, and locally made

foot divisible ballroom, 6,000 square feet of pre-function space, three snacks for guests to enjoy.

boardrooms, and indoor and outdoor terraces overlooking downtown To help attendees decompress after a day of sessions, the wellness

and Lady Bird Lake. Floor-to-ceiling windows frame sweeping views of  floor offers a fitness center, a yoga studio, and Bamford Wellness Spa.

Austin, making the city itself part of the room. The spa’s treatment menu combines Bamford’s signature rituals with
“At 1 Hotel Austin, our event spaces bring nature and thoughtful massages, personalized facials, infrared sauna sessions, soundwave

design together to create memorable experiences of every size,” says therapy, red-light treatments, and recovery experiences. Guests can also

Jon Tompkins, director of sales and marketing for 1 Hotel Austin. “With  take advantage of additional wellness activities surrounding the hotel
flexible venues, exceptional culinary offerings, personalized service, and  property, including a three-mile Sunday run club around Lady Bird

Certified Sustainable Gatherings, we’re the ideal partner for meetings, Lake and other experiences built around the hotel’s proximity to the
weddings, and celebrations that inspire connection while leaving a trail, lake, and surrounding parkland. The hotel offers a regular calendar
lighter footprint.” of events for guests to enjoy curated experiences, including cocktail-
Sustainability is more than a talking point. The hotel incorporates making classes, clothes-dying workshops led by Central Texas Fashion
reclaimed wood, locally quarried limestone, reusable glassware, and Coalition, and journaling and vision boarding. T R I I_ I T I_I
thousands of native and climate-appropriate plants. The property has With flexible event space, destination dining, wellness amenities,
more than 4,000 plants representing more than 30 species, and an onsite  and sustainability-focused practices, 1 Hotel Austin gives meeting and
apiary supplies honey for Neighbors Café and Wine Bar. event planners a distinctive option in the Texas capital. Its location and I— I V E
Sustainability carries through to the meetings themselves. The design connect groups with Austin’s natural and creative energy while
hotel’s Certified Sustainable Gatherings program helps planners reduce maintaining the convenience of a full-service urban hotel, delivering BUILT TO INSPIRE
waste through responsible sourcing, lower-impact menus, reusable meetings, celebrations, and events as memorable outside the ballroom as
serviceware, donations, and other event-specific strategies. they are inside it. §
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STRIAN MANO

EXCITING NEW RESTAURANTS

The
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The Equestrian Manor at World Equestrian Center — Ocala sets a new standard for luxury events
in Central Florida. Conveniently situated adjacent to The Riding Academy Hotel and The Shoppes

Off 80th, guests can experience refined event spaces alongside extraordinary culinary offerings.

/ EQUESTRIAN CENTER®

" YWORLD OCALASALES@WEC.NET | MEETATWEC.COM | 352.414.7850




